PEACE BEFORE WAR

and ended in the region of his chest. He seldom went to
bed before three or got up before noon ; but his reading
was done in the morning hours. On all evenings when I
was not at the theatre, we dined in a chop-house behind the
Cafe Royal with the sculptors Epstein and Gaudier-Brzeska
and a group of English painters including Nevinson and
Robert Bevan ; and also sometimes Richard Curie, Conrad's
friend and biographer, and Ramiro de Maeztu, who became
Spanish ambassador to the Argentine. The rest of the
evening was spent in the Cafe itself, generally in talking
about the world, the inevitability of war, Marinetti's futur-
ism or Ezra Pound's verse, or the paper that Wyndham
Lewis was bringing out called Blast. Once a week these
conversations were carried on more folly in a house in Frith
Street, where Middleton Murry and C. R. V. Nevinson
used to join us. We knew of the work of T. S. Eliot,
though he never came himself to these gatherings.
The atmosphere of this group was authoritarian, and no
doubt Hulme, had he lived, would have embraced some
form of fascism. The significance of all our argument lay
in its anticipation, by about ten years, of any political move-
ment embodying its ideas. There was nothing, actually,
about which we were united : the sharpest divisions were
on religion as a motive in art and literature. Hulme himself
declared that he was a member of the Church of England
and left it at that. Again I cannot remember any anti-
semitic feeling. Jacob Epstein, who was in the midst of his
" abstract" period as sculptor, does not recall it either. Our
general interest in " abstract" art led us especially to a
revaluation of the images of poetry and a strong reaction
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